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ITALY 

l» Status ftnd Strength q£ the Italian Conamaniat Party (PCI) 

list the Juab 19S3 national electione PCI polled 6,120,709 votes, 
(22.6/^ of total) and -won l'^ seats (24.1%). The estimated member* 
ship of the PCI is 1,200,000 to 1,500,000$ its eialmed membership 
as of Heeember 1957 is 1,700, 000. The PCI has a following in almost 
every social class and in every geographic area of Italy. The bulk 
ei the membership consists of urban workers (40%), farm lalKsrers 
(18%) and tenant farmers (12%). A major source of Communist 
strength is money to operate an elaborate party press and to conduct 
massive propaganda campaigns. By expending great energy, use of 
ti|^t discipline and sense of direction, the Communists also control 
Italy's largest trade union federation. 

AJUhough the Communists increased their vote from 19% of the 
total in 1946 to 22. 6% in the national elections of 1952, they suffered 
losses oi about Ihree percent of their previous vote in the Sicilian 
eleettons of June 1955 and in the local elections of May 1956. Since 
1954 the Communists have also suffered heavily in factory grievance 
committee elections. 

The PCI has partially recovered from the shock of the 1956 
Hungarian revolution and In recent local elections the party has been 
idhle to hold its ground. The Pd was still losing many of Its younger 
members in 1957 and In September of that year the Party officially 
admitted a 10 percent loss of members during the preceding year. 

XI. Party Units Responsible for Sabmagc, Assassination, 

iadnapplng or "Terrortst Mtsstons 

The headquarters PCI organisation which is responsible for the 
ultimate direction and organisation of militant acHon groups vdiich 
undertake aggressive acts during strikes and at other appropriate 
momerds has not been identified. 

At the local level PCI militant action groups (referred to in the 
press as Communist flying squads, roving squads, etc.) were in 
evidence during violent strike cati^aigns of 1947, 1948 and 1950. 
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They were ospectfclly ective In certein induetriel areaB in the north 
and through use df excessive violence and terrorism alienated tome 
portions of the population from the Party. The Communist-controlled 
trade union federation, apparently assigned a prominent role in PCI’s 
djjectlve to obstruct the government’s rearmament program, 
ui^oubtedly participated to an undetermined degree In the organiaa- 
tlott and activity of the militant action groups. 

IH. Sabotage Training for PCI Members in Italy 

Although numerous reports have stated that such schools exist, 
none of ttiese have ever been coaflrmed. 


IV, Seb**tfge Training in Comma tdst Bloc Countries 

Ajpdn, there are countless reports that such training for PCI 
metxhers exists, particularly In the Prague area, but to date there 
is no confirmation that specifically sabotage training is given In 
these schools. 

V. Targets of Communist Sabotage 

a, U, S . Personnel , Installations , etc. 

During Elsenhower*# visit to Italy in 1951 there were 
Gommunlst-ataged demon Strattons Involving some violence. 

b. itfliffw Covernment Installations and Properties 

On 15 July 1948 Communists attacked sheds near Venice 
where surplus war materials were stored. In late Mardb. 1950 
there was local Insurrection at San Sever©, when Commtmlst 
strikers occupied and held the town for several hours. In Sep- 
tember 1957 highways were blocked and local tax offices were 
wrecked In Brindisi Province by Communist agitators wiio ex- 
ploited grievances of the grape growers. During the extensive, 
violent strikes of 1947, 1948, 1950 in addition to the above action, 
Pd groups sabotaged transport systems— especially the 
rallways--and other national properties. See below. 
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c. Sabotage Targets 

The following are selected Incident* of sabotage ■vAicfe are 
typical of action undertaken during the periods Indicated: Some 
«f tbla destruction was probably committed by wiarcblsts. 

ft) Persimnel and property of non»C»ommunist or entl- 

Communist Organiaatlons — 

la Genoa* Novenaber 1947, Gommuidsts demoll sbed the 
headquarters of the Hatioiiallst Party} they robbed and 
seriously Injured the elderly janitor. Communists also 
looted limd set fire to offices of ^e Social Democrats and 
seised tiio leader of this party and severely injured him. 
Many witnesses who expressed disapproval of Communist 
terrorism were also beaten. In the satne month Commu- 
nists in Milan set fire to installations of the non-Qommunist 
partisan movement. There they also demolished lthe print- 
Ij^ platd of the monarchist newspaper. Communists were 
reported responsible for causing the explosion of an ammu- 
nition ihctory near Milan, According to official Italian 
government flgurea publtshed 27 November 1947, ol^ty-two 
pcditical offices were destroyed throughout Italy in the period 
12-2S November 1947. Many others were ravaged aiEter 
25 Movemher. 

In March 1948 Communists attacked a Christian Demo- 
cratic election parade near Castellamare, killing a police- 
man and injuring ton other persons. 

After the attempt on Togliattl*s life. Communists 
campaigned to force the government to resign. According 
to press accounts of the day after toe assassination attempt 
toe re were twenty policemen injured in Botogna; one rioter 
was killed in Taranto} two persons were killed in Naples; 
two persons were woutded in Xa %eaia. Several other 
persmis were killed or wounded in Borne. Leghorn and 
Florence. In Genoa on 15 July 1943, two civilians were 
Idlled and five were seriously wounded. 


iprf^LJC^ 
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ta Mmy 1949 in the region and near Milan there 

were battles between Coimxi.unist and non-Gommunist workers. 
Agricultural workers vtho had seceded from the Communist- 
dominated labor unions were attacked by Communist grot^s. 
Ikuring a 36-hour general strike In Milam In July 1949 twenty 
persons were killed and several hundred were injured. On 
21 Mstrch 1950 the Bi|plit-Wing Socialist Mayor of Milan was 
threatened with bodily harm when he refused to participate 
in Commu ni st-spoasor ed protest meetings. On 21 March 1950 
in Genoa rightist newspapers were seiaed and burned in the 
streets. In Saptendier 1950 CGIL> locals in nmst cities 
declared general strikes in sympathy with rice workers; one 
worker was killed and several were mauled, 

in Kovember 1956 Cotmnunists took over a demonstration 
which had originally been organised by the neo-Fascist 
ttalian Social Movement (MSI) to protest Soviet intervention 
in Hungary. Communists transformed Hie action Into antl- 
BriHsh, anti -French pre^aganda protesting the invasion of 
and succeeded in keeping the demonstration free from 
anti-Soviet aspects. 

(2) Attacks on Police 


Communists ambushed a police unit near Abbt&dia San 
SalvMore on 15 July 1948 , On the same day in Genoa, 
Communists cl^>t^red a police station and a large number of 
police and carabinieri were held and beaten. In Milan the 
same day fourteen policemen were injured, 

Ih the Emilia region in May 1949 Communists attacked 
police who had intervened when Comxnunlsts attacked non- 
Communist workers. The ensuing violence resulted in one 
death and thirty persons injured. In the fall cd 1949 at the 
Breda engineering works near Milan Communists clashed 
with police; as a result of this scuffle three dea^s occurred 
and eighteen persons were injured. 

In March 1950 at Adria four carabinieri were disarmed 
and severely wounded. On 22 March 1950 the CGH- Executive 
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Committee cftlXed e general etzike. Communieta everted 
flie maximum elfori to insure that every worker desert 
hla Job. Hundreds of jpersons, tneduding many pdiicemen, 
were injured. 

On May Day 1957 PCI action groups started a parade 
to K^les whic^ ended to a clakh between police aad PCI 
members. P<4ice suffered toirty-ilx casualties when 
members erf their force were struck by empty botitles 
Imrled by Communists. 

fSJ iaWtage el Public Utilities 

Communists captured a power station to Genoa on 
15 July 1948. In Venice on toe same day Comnnmiats occu- 
pied toe broadcasting station. In late March 1950 bus end 
trolley car transportation was stopped In almost sJl. 
iniustrial cities. 

W Railway Sabotage 

On 15 July 1948 In several tocalittes Communists blew 
up railway tracks. During strikes of March 1950 CGID 
idrilwrs stoned train windows and tore up railway tracks. 

At toe same time railvmy and ferry services were interrupted 
in and near Venice. Also at Porto Margb^r^e tracks were 
removed and trucks were turned over at railway croe sings, 
there was widespread disruption during the same mouth of 
national and international rail lines. 

01 Economic and Intoistrtal Sabotage 

Chi 15 July 1948 Communists attacked oil sto rag e tanks 
near Venice. On toe same day at Turin* the manStgers of 
all large factories were held as hostages 1^ workcirs who 
held toe factories. On 22 July 1948 four hundred men occu- 
pied the amommition factories near Milan and for a while 
resisted police* by whom they were finally routed. 

Ou 15 March 1950 Communist militant acHon gmups 
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mmitM and slkep* to close. Tli«y 
iKTolte Into private offices to feTce wle stoppage*. 0« tie 
sacBA day tib'«re wece sewifid oases of laad selaaye»» pa** 
tl«^rly oear Bologaa aod In tieSouti. resiilt*Kl la 

tdaShes between fatmecs and poUce. In tie li^er p**t of 
^e Moafli ^Ma*cb 19 l 0 ) most sbop* la the cities we*e forced 
to close. At about Ibe same time tbere were severail cases 
Of ta w# seisttres in Puglia proylace la tie course of wmcb 
ULlrty persons were Injured. 


£a Seolember 1950 rice fields were flooded ruining 
lamdreds of acres «rf freshly cot crops. Wbeirt fisdds, bams 
nyuft bouses were set on fire by Comnaaidst action 8<iuads . 



Xbe €F8U reouirement. made clear during the Founding Confer- 
ence of ^9 Comlnform. that CP»8 of Western eountirles sbo^iM ma^ 
an iai*out drive to binder «ie Ruropetm Secovery Plan was 
Seysd by fee PCI. TO. was done despite tbe fact ««tt Togllattl. PCI 
leader , was teiown as late as July 1947 to believe that acceptince of 
t.S. assletance under the Marshall Plan was Indispensable to Improve 
gbe conditions of the lialUn worldng cUss. 


lf<m-Cdmmualst trade unionist# and other groups nottced that 
darlna fbe 19474944 ^Ikes the FCI-coatroUed trade were 

woH simplied with fund# (In contrast to a prevtous period of sppwent 
lifflBOveriChment) but detail# concerning toe sources of these funds were 
Mt^allable . The discussion ^ materlsl aid supplied to toe Frento 
CP ttofing strikes 19474944 shows evidence that fund* were brought 
li^ France by agents from Conamunlst »oc coumries. It Is rewon- 
aMe to assume tost funds were similarly si^plled to PCI and, to toe 
ti?lk40 uisiAciMfit It# cotstwl# 


|3t* g^ritt**^ ^ Threat Posed by tose e Activities 

The remarks etolto were made under item IX of the section per- 
ffi f *>4w g to France sdso <M?ply to ft^y since toe situations of the t^ 
parttes awl toetr trade unions are approximately toe same. In toe 
ease of toe PCI, however, there seem* to be less evidence at present 
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ihftt piroiri»4on l«i» been nmde for groups wiiiob. w4U 

cosunit sebotnf e »ni terrortsm when the Party decides upon sudh 
action. The fact ««t such groups were on hand in the past vi^en 
aggression (sahotage, terrorism, etc . ) was decided upon, is indie 
atire that they would n®t be lacMng if needed in the fnhire. 
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lataEa m&omsAK coimYisiEs 

I* goBttjoaltted 

■ ^ ftctiem cayrjriftd. ostt, oilHiix'-\£iurei{Hisii 

tkm^m vmm ««v«ir4a c^e* «iqp409i<ia» «m N«rw«j^ 
ia. l9S4"l.f SS». but noiu» ioi timmm -vniw* defiaitetljr 
4^mBainmd to h« »«liolag« a&d i» ao «o 9 « unui tlwre oaf jprooiE 

w tiiip^6^i?<a0ai^^ 0£ Coi33sxi.i$0^ iwypty 

^ ^ -# 1 ^ mm oiMio. c^ ooliflfta^o b&« bem eopoi^led Jb^sm Use 

la ^ o^xlisg ^ If 54 it mm ^mmA tla^ Comissiaalet 
Hziofmea urbo wotlditc oo iiie emlYiwtion M 
^ner^ ^£»ac«i la ^ of tbe cotaalvy bad 

aaiai^cd laopbeae Uaoa aad cobtea ia order Ito 
iiid^tade eireatuat 

i***«»*^ ati^ a«tioa IB icited in Use «pr^ o€ 

^if ^ eoramuaiat J*4ar^ od Icelaad prored H m eaf^ilile 
fif aeHima^ ^ru^g tbe food aupplf for Refl^mvik; tiw aetioo 
•leo aboered iSiet a noidl p^co force mm laidefoatc to^ caatrol 
eggreaaivo oclfon bf the CoanoanwiUt j^ar^ oa * abort-reatfe' 
iMiela. • 

d^i^igoaied traareat 


of tai^ oC broad* |>e|»ilar oo^piKirt ead iMtcaaee 
out vI gil a TU ie aaft ong at»s*C<Hneau»lal trad* aad 
to o<»daiB Comastaaiat iaflbMnce* it ie mut 
Comoaaaiat jpar«l*» ia tbe other EarifHsaa cmastri** 
f^jyocifteattjr corered la mm oium# oootd effect «^ep^ad 
bs soase areao^ tbejf jprobabljr coutd* on a teas|Ma>ra,rf 
oaiwo# caoec ^diaru|p^m of ccmmaalcaMoa oyatwrui,' traasoort 
mad carry oot factory danage ia e<»eae ladustrial to^eae 
miiere Ceenxaiialat Mtxmngik im eeatered. 
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